
INDIE VOLT COMIC BOOK AWARDS 2021
Submitting Your Project

What are the submission deadlines and what are the fees?

The following deadlines are the dates by which we must receive a completed application for your 
project to Indie Volt, including a digital upload or link if you are submitting a digital only or web 
comic.
All submissions are handled identically, regardless of which deadline you choose. Late deadline 
submissions are processed and screened in exactly the same manner as early and official deadline 
submissions. The only difference is the fee. We encourage you to submit your project as early as 
possible to take advantage of lower submission fees. All fees must be paid in US dollars.  

All projects submitted for 2021Indie Volt Comic Book Awards consideration must have been 
completed in either 2019, 2020 or 2021. If your project was completed prior to January 1st, 2019, it is 
no longer eligible for submission. If your project’s production took place prior to 2019 but was not 
completed until 2019, 2020 or 2021, it is still eligible for submission.

Early Submission Deadline:

Friday March 5th 2021 to Friday April 30th 2021.    
$5 per title, $1 per category.

Official Submission Deadline:

Saturday May 1st 2021 to Thursday July 15th 2021.      
$5 per title, $2 per category.

Late Submission Deadline:

Friday July 16th 2021 to Friday August 11th 2021.  
$5 per title, $5 per category.

(Submissions post marked within the intended deadline window will be honored when received.)
  
Please ensure that your project’s submission status on the Indie Volt Comic Book Awards web site is 
listed as “In Consideration” no later than 11:59pm EST on the final day of the current deadline window.
All submissions that are not 100% complete at that time will be disqualified and you will need to 
submit again for another deadline window. We recommend that you select tracking with your 
carrier of choice allowing you to track the whereabouts of your submission  until we receive it. If 
you submit a project digitally with a non-working/corrupted file or link in order to meet the “In 
Consideration” status requirement before the deadline, your submission will be disqualified.



You may opt to pay submission fees digitally with the online submission for or with your physically 
mailed submission. Make all Checks or Money Orders payable to Indie Volt Media LLC. 
All physically mailed submissions with fees should be sent to: 

INDIE VOLT 20836 HALL RD #138 Clinton Township, MI 48038 

Please note, ANY submission received without necessary fees will be 
discarded. 

What are the submission categories  and how do I choose the right one for my
project?

 Before you begin your submission, please read carefully the eligibility requirements for each category 
below and select the one that best suits your project:

1. BEST COMIC 2021
Best Comic is an overall category. Focusing on outstanding content inside of a work, such as art, story, 
lettering to unsung and nuanced aspects such as backgrounds, character design and more. Any entry 
can (and should) apply for consideration for this award.

2. BEST ARTIST 2021
Best Artist is an award for illustrators/pencilers and recognizes standout SEQUENTIAL art on a 
project. Any entry can apply for consideration for this award.

3. BEST INKER 2021
The Best Inker award considers outstanding inking in a sequential work, the inking can have been done
traditionally using any medium or digitally. Any entry can apply for consideration for this award.

4. BEST COLORIST 2021
Recognizing stellar coloring in SEQUENTIAL art, this award focuses on the interior coloring work 
done on a project. Any entry can apply for consideration for this award.

5. BEST COVER 2021
The Best Cover Award recognizes outstanding work on the cover of a comic book, this includes digital 
submissions as well. Comic strip / 1-panel comics are not eligible for this award.

6. BEST LETTERER 2021
The Best letterer award is for first-class lettering on a project, dialogue balloons, sound effects and title 
design are all recognized under this award. Any entry can apply for consideration for this award.

7. BEST WEBCOMIC (WEBTOON) 2021
Best Webcomic recognizes the best webcomic curated from the Webtoon platform, all entries MUST be
featured on the Webtoon application. No physical released projects will be considered for this award.



8. BEST ANTHOLOGY 2021
This award will honor the Best Anthology of 2021. Please note that the award will be issued to the 
Publisher/Publishing company of the Anthology.

9.BEST GRAPHIC NOVEL 2021 (MINIMUM 48 PAGES)
Best Graphic Novel will recognize the best Graphic novel of 2021. Submissions should be minimum 48
pages of sequential story content.

10.BEST COMIC STRIP/ 1-PANEL COMICS 2021
Our Best Comic Strip award is for outstanding achievements in comic strip or "1-panel" works. 
Physical and digital submissions are accepted for this award. Please note: Multi-page works are not 
eligible for this award.

11.BEST DESIGN 2021
The Indie Volt Comic Book Best Design Award highlights exceptional overall design in a work, this 
award is only eligible for physical releases in our 2021 event. Aspects such as the format, sizing and 
layout of the book, materials used (chromium, hard covers, etc) are all taken into consideration when 
choosing winners for this award. Please note: Only physically released projects are eligible for this 
award.

12.BEST CHILDRENS COMIC
Our Best Children's Comic award is dedicated to highlighting outstanding work in comics made for 
younger readers, ages 4-10. Any entry can apply for consideration for this award.

13.BEST ON-GOING SERIES
Any project presented in or intended to be presented in a multi-issue format. This includes zero issues, 
#1's, pilot presentations, web comics, limited series, anthologies, or any other comic book that was 
created to unfold over multiple issues. You must submit at least two COMPLETED physical issues of 
the work or a link where all issues where can read. Comic strip / 1-panel comics are not eligible for this
award.  (When submitting to this category, only pay the Title and category Fee ONCE)

14. LIBERTY TORCH AWARD
This award is chosen by Liberty Entertainment Distribution Group staff and executives from a fan 
generated list of nominees. While it is presented at the Indie Volt Comic Book Awards Show it is not an
official Indie Volt Award and its winner may not be recorded in Indie Volt's Past Recipients content.

15. BEST UPCOMING COMIC (Fan Choice)
 This Fan Choice award will be voted on by fans and supporters from a curated list of nominees. 
Projects submitted to this category must have an official release date of October 2021 or later.

 When submitting for Best On-Going series, do I have to pay a title and 
category fee for each issue?

No, so long as the name of the title is the same, you only need to submit one payment to cover the title 
category fee for the Best On-going series award. Example: Book A, #1, #2, #3 are all covered under the
$5 dollar title fee and category fee depending on the deadline window. (NOTE: You will still need to 
pay the fee for other category entries)



How many categories can I submit my project to?

You can submit your project to as many categories as it is eligible for. Please see the above edibility 
requirements for each individual award category.

Do I have to own the project or be on the creative team to submit a project?

You can submit a work that you feel is deserving of consideration, however, we suggest  providing as 
much contact information on the application as possible so that we can reach out to the 
publisher/creative team about their nomination and consideration status.
 
Can I submit my project as a rough cut?

For the Best Upcoming Comic category, a large percentage of the projects we receive are unfinished 
versions with incomplete or temporary sound, missing scenes, no credits or titles, unfinished art, etc. 
However, the project does need to be complete enough for our judging panel to make a decision. If you 
expect that your final version will be 90 pages long, it’s probably not a good idea to send us a 11-page 
rough cut. Where applicable, please provide an on-screen description of missing scenes or elements as 
placeholders within the continuity of the project. You should also list other general elements that are 
missing or incomplete before the project begins. Should you choose to submit a rough or unfinished 
cut, you can replace it at any time with an updated version, but we can only guarantee that the first 
version we receive will be viewed! Please wait until you are comfortable with your cut before 
submitting your application.

How old can my project be and still qualify for submission?
 
All projects submitted for 2021 Indie Volt Comic Book Awards show consideration must have been 
completed in either 2019, 2020 or 2021. If your project was completed prior to January 1st, 2019, it is 
no longer eligible for submission. If your project’s production took place prior to 2019 but was not 
completed until 2019,2020, 2021 it is still eligible for submission.

If my project includes non-English dialogue, can I provide a sheet with
English 'subtitles'?

 All projects that contain significant non-English dialogue must include on-screen English subtitles at 
the time of submission. A translated list of dialogue submitted digitally or on paper will not suffice. 
Please do not send us an non-subtitled foreign-language project with the intention of providing a 
subtitled version later. If your project is mostly in English and you wish to intentionally leave out 
subtitles for any non-English dialogue included as an artistic choice, you do not need to provide 
subtitles for those sections. 

Do I need to send in multiple physical copies of everything being submitted?

No, only one copy of each comic or book is needed, no matter how many categories it is being 
submitted for. For online material, providing working URLs is a must. Please remember physical 



submissions WILL NOT be returned.

I've changed my mind, can I request my submission fee and physical copies of
my project be returned?

Should a creator wish to withdraw a project from consideration they MUST inform Indie Volt Media 
LLC no later than August 10th 2021 by emailing SubmissionHelp@indievoltawards.com as soon as 
possible from the email they signed up with. Unfortunately we are unable to return any fees or physical
submissions issued. 

What happens to the physical projects that are submitted by mail 
afterwards? 

Physical submissions will be archived in the Indie Volt Media LLC library. 

Can I submit my project with temporary art, colors?

Yes, but be warned IF we do not receive your updated submission by August 11th 2021 we will judge 
your temporary submission. 

When will I know if I've been nominated to the finals?

All nominees will be informed via E-mail by end of business August 16th 2021. You can also check the 
site www.indievoltawards.com for the final list of nominees on that day as well, which will be posted 
by 11:59PM EST.

Why are you charging a fee for submissions? Are you donating the 
accumulated fees?

Yes, Indie Volt Media LLC is donating the entire accumulated fees from submissions to the Autism 
Speaks organization. We understand the frustration some may feel about our submission fee policy. 
Though we wished we could have waived such fees (an idea we hope to present in the very near future)
after speaking to other  Awards shows of note, such as film festivals we found that fee-based 
submissions usually are from quality creators with products that are truly worthy of peer-based praise. 
To that end we also wanted to keep the fees low as not to deprive any creator of submitting their 
creation for consideration. We urge anyone submitting to do so as early as possible to lock in the least 
expensive fees. 

Do I need to meet a minimum age requirement in order to submit a project?

No, we encourage creators of all ages to submit their work. However, we do not have any separate 
submission categories or programs that specifically showcase the work of younger creators. All 
officially submitted projects compete against each other for available spots within our show. If you are 
under the age of 18 and your project is accepted into finals, we will require signed, written permission 



from your parent or legal guardian before we are able to officially list you as a finalist.

How can my company become a sponsor for the awards?

Sponsorship's are available to any company that would like to support the Indie Volt Comic Book 
Awards, with the exception of publishers whose works are eligible for nomination. Sponsorship 
information can be obtained  by emailing: sponsorship@indievoltawards.com                                 
Please have sponsor in subject field. 

Who selects the jury panel, and on what basis?

The judging panel, which will change and evolve each year, will consist of five people representing 

various aspects of the comics industry.

What happens if the live event is canceled due to COVID 19 regulations.

The Indie Volt Comic Book Awards Show is scheduled to be a live event, with appearances and 
attended by some of the best and brightest creators and talent in Independent comics, it will also be 
streamed live exclusively from Indie Volt's YouTube channel. Should guest attendance at the live event 
be prohibited by state order The 2021 Indie Volt Comic Book Awards show will continue to be stream 
as scheduled, all awards will be issued during such a presentation. Indie Volt Media LLC will refund 
the cost of any ticket purchased for the live event should it be canceled due to COVID-19 or other 
unforeseen conditions concerning the venue.


